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The  intended  number  of  sows  for  farrowing  in  the  spring  of  1957 
(December  through  May)  for  9  of  the  Corn  Belt  States  is  estimated  at  5,  375,  000 
head  according  to  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.    The  number  of  sows  farrowing 
this  spring  is  about  the  same  as  last  year's  total  of  5,  362,  000  head  for  the  9 
States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  South 
Dakota,  and  Kansas),    The  March  survey  indicates  an  increase  of  1  percent 
or  63,  000  head  from  the  farrowing  intentions  reported  for  these  States  in 
December  of  1956,  Farmers  in  two  of  the  States,  Ohio  and  Kansas,  report 
smaller  sow  numbers  for  1957  spying  farrow  than  a  year  earlier,  while  those 
in  the  other  7  States  report  no  change  or  small  increases  running  up  to  a 
maximum  of  3  percent  in  Wisconsin  and  South  Dakota,    The  9  States  included 
in  this  report  accounted  for  71  percent  of  the  United  States  spring  pig  crop 
in  1956. 


Sows  farrowed  during  December,  January,  and  February  totaled  1,586,000 
head,  slightly  less  than  the  1,  594,  000  head  farrowed  during  the  same  3  months 
a  year  earlier.  The  intentions  to  farrow  reported  for  these  9  States  in  Decem- 
ber 1956  totaled  1,595,  000  sows.    Farmers'  reports  indicate  that  the  number 
of  sows  farrowed  in  December  was  up  from  a  year  earlier,  while  January  and 
February  farrowings  were  down.    This  year's  December  through  February  sows 
farrowed  represent  about  30  percent  of  the  total  expected  spring  sow  numbers 
(December  through  May)  which  is  the  same  percentage  as  last  year,  but  is 
nearly  double  the  10-year  average  of  16  percent. 

Sows  bred  and  intended  for  farrow  in  March,  April,  and  May  this  year 
totaled  3,  789,  000  head,  about  1  percent  above  the  3,  768,  000  head  farrowed  in 
1956,  but  72,  000  head  or  2  percent  above  the  intentions  reported  in  December. 
Reported  breeding  intentions  indicate  1,  912,  000  sows  to  farrow  during  the  1957 
summer  quarter  (June,  July,  and  August)  in  the  9  States  covered  by  this  survey. 
This  is  3  percent  or  61,000  head  above  1956.  Three  States  —  Ohio,  Iowa,  and 
Missouri  --  show  no  change  from  1956.  The  other  6  States  show  increases  over 
last  year,  ranging  up  to  a  high  of  8  percent  in  Wisconsin  and  Kansas. 

The  number  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  farms  March  1,  1957,  in  the  9  States 
totaled  34.4  million  head,  slightly  higher  than  the  34.  3  million  head  a  year 
earlier.  Hogs  and  pigs  6  months  old  or  over,  at  11.6  million  head,  were  2  per- 
cent below  the  11.9  million  head  on  March  1,  1956.  The  current  number  of  hogs 
and  pigs  under  6  months  of  age  was  Z  percent  more  than  for  last  March  1,  with 
the  increase  shared  by  both  the  under- 3-month  and  the  3-to-6  months  age  groups. 
The  March  195  7  inventory  of  pigs  under  3  months  of  age,  at  11.3  million  head, 
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was  up  2  percent  from  the  11,  1  million  head  for  1956.    This  compares  with 
1  percent  decrease  in  the  number  of  sows  farrowed  during  December  through 
February  and  reflects  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter, 
March  1,  1957,  inventories  of  hogs  and  pigs  3  to  6  months  old  for  the  9  States 
were  placed  at  11.5  million  head  or  1  percent  above  the  11.4  million  for  March  1, 
1956.    The  number  of  hogs  and  pigs  under  6  months  of  age  on  March  1,  1957, 
was  66  percent  of  the  total  for  all  hogs  and  pigs  compared  with  65  percent  for 
the  preceding  year. 

The  report  for  these  9  States  is  made  possible  by  matching  funds  provided 
jointly  by  State  agencies  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  under 
provisions  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300. 
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